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The Third National
Convention of the
Latin Liturgy Association

There is still time for members to register for
the upcoming Los Angeles Convention; use the
form on page 16.

Fr. McCauley, S.J., of San Francisco has
made a donation to help us with the expenses of
holding the Convention. The names of other
munificent members who make such extra con-
tributions will be published in the Newsletter.

When you arrive at Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, you may either take a taxi to
McKay Hall on the campus of Loyola Mary-
mount University, or, after having claimed your
baggage, you may phone 417-8988 and say that
you want to take the Super Shuttle there. After
telephoning, go to the Van Stop Area on the
lower concourse; it is well marked. The price for
the Super Shuttle is a mere $7, or even less if
there are several members at the same time. The
Loyola Marymount campus, where we are
holding the Convention, is not far from the
Airport, but Los Angeles taxicab rates are high.
A Super Shuttle “Customer Service Represen-
tative” will be on hand at the airport.

The local LLA Chairman in Los Angeles is
Robert Kennedy, 1130 South Lark Ellen
Avenue, West Covina, CA 91791 (1-818-919-
1686); write to him or call him if you have any
questions that can only be answered by a local
man.

All meals will be taken cafeteria style in the
Malone Center Terrace Room, the Del Rey
Room, or the Lair Snack Bar.

The proceedings of the convention may be
taped by Mr. Terry Barber of St. Joseph's
Communications, Inc., P.O.B. 720, West Cov-
ina, CA 91793 (1-818-331-3549).

The tentative schedule for the Convention
and the Convention registration form are
printed on pages 16 and 17 below.

Notice To
Convention Speakers

Each speaker must limit his address to 30-40
minutes; questions will be entertained from the
audience after each address. In order to provide
a brief intermission between the talks, no more
than a total of 50 minutes will be allowed for the
speaker’s address plus the question and answer
period. The Chairman will enforce this rule
with torch and sword. The question and answer
period will be omitted if the speaker wanders
beyond the 40 minute mark, and if he goes over
50 minutes, he will be put down.

Additions and Corrections
to the
Latin Mass Directory

The complete Directory can be obtained
from the Chairman for $5.

ALABAMA

Archdiocese of Mobile
The Latin Mass has been moved from St. Mat-
thew’s Church to the following church:
St. Joseph's Church
808 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36602
I1st Sunday of the month at 11:30 AM at the
north side altar
1962 Missal
Celebrants; Fathers Sidney Tonsmeire, S.J.
(pastor) and Rudolph Horstman

CONNECTICUT

Archdiocese of Hartford
There are no more Latin Masses at Sacred
Heart Church in Waterbury.

FLORIDA

Diocese of St. Petersburg
The time of the Latin Mass at St. Theresa’s
Church is now 6:30 AM instead of 6:45 AM.

HAWAII

Diocese of Honolulu
The Latin Mass at St. James Mission of St.
Patrick Church is celebrated at 10:30 AM, not
at 10 AM.

INDIANA

Diocese of Gary
The time of the Saturday evening Latin Mass at
the Carmelite Monastery in Munster is 5 PM,
not 5:15 PM.

KENTUCKY

Archdiocese of Louisville
The Latin Mass at St. Martin of Tours Church
is a Missa Cantata: it is also celebrated on the
eves of Holy Days, except Christmas and
Easter.

MASSACHUSETTS

Archdiocese of Boston

Holy Trinity Church

The music for the Latin Masses is by the Holy
Trinity Latin Schola, whose Organist and
Director is George F. Krim. The Schola Amic-
orum sings only at the Thursday evening
Vespers. Fr. Conley, not Fr. Omly, should be
listed as one of the celebrants of the Mass.

NEW YORK

Diocese of Syracuse
Church of St. Stephen
305 North Gedes Street
Syracuse, NY 13204
Sunday at 12:30 PM
1962 Missal
Celebrant: Fr. James Nicholson

NORTH CAROLINA

Diocese of Charlotte
The Latin Mass is no longer celebrated at St.
Leo's Church in Winston-Salem; the reason
given is that attendance was very poor.

Diocese of Raleigh
There are no more Latin Masses at St.
Raphael’s Church in Raleigh.

OHIO

Diocese of Cleveland
The Latin Mass at Immaculate Conception
Parish is a Low Mass when celebrated by Fr.
Kilcoyne on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of.the
month and a High Mass when celebrated by Fr.
Bede Kotlinski, O.S.B., onthe Istand 3rd Sun-
days of the month.

PENNSYLVANIA



Diocese of Pittsburgh
There are no more Latin Masses at the
Duquesne University Chapel or at Sts. Peter
and Paul Church in Beaver.

WISCONSIN

Archdiocese of Milwaukee

The Latin Mass at the Archbishop Cousins
Center is now celebrated every Sunday at 9
AM instead of on the last Saturday of the
month. The Chapel opens at 8:20 AM, confes-
sions are heard, and the Rosar?is recited
before Mass. The Mass will be a High Mass
except during the summer.

Local Chapters

NEW YORK
The Chapter held a Day of Recollection at
Our Lady of Vilna Church on Broome Street,
Manhattan, on Saturday, March 16. Solemn
Latin Mass. Vespers, and Benediction were
celebrated. There were addresses by Professor
Rao, Fr. Pavone, and Sister Mercedes.

ST. PAUL

The Minnesota Branch of the LLA held its
Annual General Meeting on December 28,
1990 in St. Agnes Parish Hall in St. Paul. The
following officers were elected:
Chairman:
Mr. Harold Hughesdon
1154 Portland Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104

Vice Chairman:

Prof. James M. May
13755 Gates Avenue
Northfield, MN 55057

Secretary-Treasurer:

F. Carl Miller, Jr.

22 Oak Grove, Apt. 7
Minneapolis, MN 55403

LLA Publications

The following publications are available
from the Chairman:

1. English Translation by Dennis Duvelius
of the Ritus Servandus of the Roman Missal
of 1962, combined with the Latin text of the
Mass in such a way that the flipping of pages is
unnecessary (32 pages, $5)

2.  English Translation by the Chairman of
the memoirs of Cardinal Bacci ( With Latin in
the Service of Four Popes), previously serial-
ized in the Newsletter (60 pages, $6)

3. The Latin Mass Directory of the Latin
Liturgy Association, which lists all the Latin
Masses according to the 1962 and 1970 edi-
tions of the Roman Missal licitly and regularly
celebrated in the United States and Canada
($5).

Notitiae

Nos. 289-290, August-September, 1990: The
new martyrology for May is published in
Latin. In his greetings to the Third Conven-
tion of the European Conference of Associa-
tions of Sacred Music held September 11-17 at
the Vatican, Cardinal Martinez Somalo said
that the unity of all who pray is much more
lively expressed when “their voices are united
and based on Gregorian melodies, or in the
harmony of the polyphonic choruses, or in
singing that involves a whole people gathered
together.” It is reported that Archbishop Noe
was the chief celebrant of a Mass at St. Peter’s
tomb for the Conference, and that “the texts
and music in Gregorian Chant were in Latin,
because those present came from many differ-
ent countries.”

Newsworthy Items

1. The Latin Christmas card of Pope John
Paul for the 1990 holiday read: Natus est
vohis hodie Salvator qui est Christus
Dominus, Le. 2, 11, Joannes Paulus Pp. 11,
In Nativitate Domini 1990.

2. Dr. Beierle reports from Pittsburgh that
there are plenty of priests there available to
say the Latin Mass at St. Agnes Church,
about three times as many as are needed.
Attendance remains at 200. The Bishop
allowed a Latin Christmas Mass this year,
a thing that was previously prohibited.

3. Mr. Peter Bayou, President of Peter’s Way,
Inc., 270 Main Street, Port Washington,
NY 11050 (1-516-944-3055 in New York,
1-800-225-7662 outside New York), has
sent the Chairman the following jnforma-
tion about the choir tours he organizes to
the Vatican, the ones where the choirs are
invited to sing at the Latin Mass in St.
Peter’s Basilica:

The invitation to sing is totally free
of charge. and the invited choir will
sing the entire Latin Mass. Only the
10:30 AM Sunday Latin Mass in St.
Peter’s Basilica is by invitation of the
Vatican, and choirs that wish to sing
the Ordinary of the Latin Mass must
conform to the guidelines as stated
below:

Kyrie: Orbis Factor (Mass X1)

Gloria: Orbis Factor or Missa De
Angelis (Mass VIII)

Credo: Credo 111

Sanctus- Benedictus: Missa De Angelis

Agnus Dei: Missa De Angelis

From time to time, St. Peter’s Basil-
ica officials approve one of the other
17 Gregorian Chant Masses. Should
you wish to use any other Mass, we
must submit it to the Vatican for
approval.

If for some reason a choir wishes only
to participate in a portion of the Latin
Mass, we can arrange for Msgr. Coli-
no's Choir to sing the remaining selec-
tions. (Msgr. Colino is Music Director
of the Vatican Basilica.)

The size of the choir is not of conse-
quence to their participation at St.
Peter’s. If the group is confident that
they can sing the Latin Mass, they can
participate fully. However, if a choir
wishes to combine with another choir,
this can be arranged. This type of for-
mat takes much more preparation,
planning, and strategy to be successful.

Non-choir members wishing to joina
choir pilgrimage are strongly encour-
aged. Choir spouses and other pari-
shioners or organization members help
to reduce the cost of travel and make it
possible for most choir members to
participate.

Any choir, including college choirs,
can participate in the Solemn Mass if
the guidelines imposed are followed.

From the brochures submitted by Mr. Bahou,
it is clear that included in every pilgrimage is a
concert which the invited choir is allowed to give
in the Church of Sant’ Ignazio in Rome. Posters
advertising the concert are set up in Rome, and a
complete program is printed and distributed at
the concert. Lighting and staging are provided,
and recording equipment is available. Further-
more, the choir is placed in a special choir sec-
tion at the Wednesday Papal audience “where
they will sing for (and even touch) the Holy
Father and for the assembled faithful from the
world over™. The cost for the 8-day pilgrimages
includes air fare, room, and most meals and is
presently $800. The Chairman thinks that the
choir directors themselves go free.

4. Patrick Flaherty reports that 400 souls at-
tended the Solemn High Latin Mass (1962
Missal) sung by Msgr. Meter on Christmas
Day at St. John Cantius Church in Chicago.
On the Feast of the Epiphany. Fr. Phillips,
the pastor, sang the Latin Mass according to
the 1970 Missal: there were two deacons, and
the music included Alma Redemptoris Mater
and Ave Maris Stella. On the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. Fr. Guertler, a Jesuit
from Loyola University, sang the Latin Mass
(1970 Missal): the ordinary was from
Schubert.

5. The Choir from the London Oratory School
visited Portland, Oregon, during Holy Week,
where they were the guests of the Cantores in
Ecclesia. The Cantores in Ecclesia (and other
choirs) sang the following Latin Music at the
Latin Masses in St. Patrick’s Church cele-
brated by Fr. Frank Knusel:

January 12: Missa Brevis by Lennox
Berkeley

January 19: Tu es Petrus (Palestrina), Jub-
ilate Deo (Gabrieli)

January 26: Dextera Domini (Lassus), Tu
solis qui facis mirabilia (Des Pres)

February 2: Nunc dimittis (Holst), Mass
for Five Voices (Byrd)



February 13: Emendemus in melius (Byrd),
Miserere mei, Deus (Allegri)

February 16: In jejunio et fletu (Tallis)

February 23: O nata lux (Tallis), O Dom-
ine Jesu Christe (Viadana)

March 2: Civiras sancti tui (Byrd)

March 9: Messe Basse (Faure), Laudate
pueri (Mendelssohn)

March 16: Miserere mei, Deus (Byrd)

March 17: Locus iste (Bruckner)

March 23: Christus factus est (Bruckner)

. The Auxiliary Bishop of Hartford, Connecti-

cut, Peter A, Rosazza, sang a Solemn Pontif-
ical Latin Mass (1962 Missal) at Sacred Heart
Church in New Haven on Sunday, January
27. The Mass was in honor of Gregory the
Great and commemorated the fifth anniver-
sary of the restoration of the Latin Liturgy in
New Haven.

. The March Newsletter cost $1802 to print and

$345.49 to mail out, for a total expenditure of
$2147.49. 1t was put into the mails on Friday,
February 1. New, increased postal rates are
now in effect. To avoid wasting the Associa-
tion’s funds, members are expected to inform
the Chairman or Secretary Treasurer when
they move; otherwise, we throw our money
away sending these people newsletters that
cannot be forwarded, since they go by bulk
rate. Foreigners who move without telling us
are especially blameworthy, since their new-
sletters go by airmail. When the Chairman
learns the names of such culprits, he imme-
diately removes them from the rolls. On Feb-
ruary |, the Association had 1772 dues-
paying members,

. Fr. Suitbertus Siedl, O.C.D., will once again

conduct the Feriae Latinge in Florida, this
time at the St. Vincent de Paul Seminary in
Boynton Beach, near Miami, from July 15
through July 22, 1991. It is a good opportun-
ity for beginners to learn to speak Latin under
the supervision of a competent authority.
Room and board cost $245 if you share a
room with someone else; otherwise they cost
$350. Tuition is $50 more. unless you are a
student, in which case you pay $35. For more
information and a registration form, write to
Mr. Jan G. Halisky. 507 S. Prospect Avenue,
Clearwater, FL 34616,

. On April 1. 1991, the Auxiliary Bishop of

Fribourg. Lausanne, and Geneva, Amadeus
Grab, O.S.B., ordained our member Geoffrey
(Richard) Seagraves a priest at the Abbey of
Wettingen-Mehrerau in Bregenz, Austria.

. Latin Masses were sung at Qur Lady of the

Atonement Church in San Antonio on Feb-
ruary 17, March 17, April21, and May 19. On
the first of these Sundays, the choir sang the
Mass in A Minor by Claudio Casciolini.

. Pat Muench writes that a Latin Requiem

Mass (1962 Missal) was sung at Old St. Mar-
tin’s Church in Louisville on May 23, 1990 for
Frank Simon.

From The Press

. The Wanderer, on January 3, 1991, reported

that Bishop Clark of Rochester and Bishop
Dorsey of Orlando had rejected requests
for the celebration of the Mass in Latin
according to the 1962 Roman Missal.
Bishop Clark gave five reasons for his
refusal:

1) There is a grave concern about
offering the Mass according to one
ritual while not offering the other sac-
raments according to that same ritual,

2) I do not see that granting this per-
mission would be a unifying act, but
on the contrary | see it as divisive to
our Catholic community.

3) The necessity of designating a priest
(or various priests) to celebrate this
Mass only at particular churches at a
particular time seems to signal some-
thing different or odd about this cele-
bration. It seems that the Holy Father’s
permission indicates this should be an
exception and not the norm which can
cause confusion for the faithful.

4) While at various times | have received
requests for this Mass, [ have never
found a large number of people who
wish to celebrate it. If there were a large
number of people, I would have to
question their acceptance of the liturgi-
cal changes which have already been
authorized.

5) We are still in a period of transition
from the Second Vatican Council.
People have not yet discovered the
richness of the liturgical changes. 1 fear
to grant this permission now would
further inhibit the development of the
faithful's experience of this liturgical
richness.

The reason given in Orlando was that
there was no suitable priest available.

. Inits issue of January 10, 1991, The Wand-

erer reports, in its “From the Mail” section,
that the number of students who take the
National Latin Exam has risen from 9,000 in
1980 to 61.000 in 1990. The information
comes from a report “American Memory™
on the humanities in the nation’s public
schools by a committee headed by Lynne V.
Cheney. The same issue of The Wanderer
contains excerpts froma speech by Cardinal
Ratzinger given on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the birth of the late Alfredo
Cardinal Ottaviani. Ratzinger said, “What |
admire most was the silence of his final
years. How many things which he suffered
over and fought for went to ruin! How many
things which were dear to him were taken
out of his hands and squandered. . . He
never stopped fighting or being involved in
the things that seemed essential to him. But
at the same time, out of a higher priestly
sense of obedience, he accepted what the

Church authority had determined, even when
at times that seemed hardly plausible to him.
He remained faithful: he knew. in fact. not
only how to lead, but how to obey.™

. The National Catholic Register, on January

13. reported that the number of students
enrolled in Hungarys five Latin seminaries
has risen to 250: it was 165 during 1983-
1984. In the same issue. there is a letter from
LLA member Paul Berry deprecating that
the sublime Latin Mass was replaced by the
inferior.vernacular liturgy.

. An article "Happy Days"™ by Louise Bag-

shawe in the Christmas number of The
Tablet (p. 1631) reports that the Latin Mass
is celebrated regularly at St. Aloysius’s, the
Roman Catholic Church in Oxford, England.

. The latest ICEL newsletter, covering the

period from July, 1989 through December,
1990, brings its readers up to date on the
latest activities of that organization. Various
chairspecimens congratulated Archbishop
Hurley, ICEL Chairman, and Msgr. Freder-
ick McManus, ICEL Treasurer, on the
former’s golden jubilee as a bishop and the
latter’s having received the John Courtenay
Murray Award of the Catholic Theological
Society of America. A commemorative
volume, Shaping English Liturgy. contains
essays of the highest ICEL authorities in
honor of the aforecmentioned Archbishop.
Should anyone want it, he may purchase the
book for $34.95 from The Pastoral Press,
225 Sheridan Street, N.W., Washington,
DC 20011. In promoting this book. ICEL
has invented a new ugly word, accultura-
tion. ICEL further announces that it is
reporting to the bishops on its progress in
revising the Roman Missal. and it is cur-
rently translating the new Latin edition of
the ordination rites.

. In areply to a letter to the editor in its issue

of December 14, 1990, The Boston Pilot
reported that the Catholic News Service has
issued “guidelines” recommending that car-
dinals henceforth be referred to as Cardinal
John Smith instead of John Cardinal Smith,
“except for a formal reference” (whatever
that means). when the latter is permitted.
The Chairman discussed this matter in New-
sletter No. 35, p. 13 (December, 1989), after
having read much nonsense written on the
matter by the polymaths that answer ques-
tions in the Catholic newspapers and
magazines.

. Three letters to the editor were published in

The New York Times on Saturday January
19, 1991 in response to the article Larin
Redux of December 30. (See Newsletter No.
40, p. 16.) The first correspondent, a philo-
sopher who concentrated in Greek and
Latin philosophy at graduate school, said
that he could not even get secondary schools
to reply to his applications for advertised



jobs, and that the New England Latin
Placement Service was no help at all. The
second author wrote that he teaches his
students 300 Greek and Latin prefixes, suf-
fixes, and roots in his high school English
class, and that they profit considerably
from this. The final correspondent reports
that his son tried to communicate in Latin
onarecenttrip to ltaly, onlyto be told bya
native, “You haven't been here in a long
time, have you?”

. The January 12, 1991 issue of The Tablet

(London) contains the article Ad abyssum,
which reports the results of an interview on
the BBC with the Vatican Latinist, Fr.
Reginald Foster, an American Carmelite,
who says that during the current pontifi-
cate, Latin has suffered further reverses,
and soon Bishops will need help translating
Roman texts. The Holy See used to com-
municate with the Eastern European pre-
lates in Latin, but now this is done in Pol-
ish, except in the case of the Ukrainians,
Lithuanians, and Latvians, who will not
use Polish and prefer to stick to Latin.
Whenever the Pope refers to Latin as a
“dead language”, Foster changes the phrase
to “ancient language™, since for him Latin
is not dead. He then went on to translate
some modern terms into Latin:

computer: computatorium, computatrum,
machina computans

chewing gum: gummis ad masticandum

hamburger: bubula hamburgensis

zipper: occlusorium fulmineum

He did not reveal how he translated heli-
copter. (Cardinal Bacci translated this by
helicopterum, autogyvrus, velivolum ad
perpendiculum exsurgens or ascendens ac
descendens, velivolum magnae helicae
libramento suspensum or suffultum or
innixum or immotum. As for chewing
gum, Bacci has gummis salivaria. For
zipper, he has fulminea verticularum
occlusio, rapidissima verticularum
occlusio.)

. According to the February. 1991 issue of

the Bulletin of our colleagues of the French
Latin Liturgy Association (APL - Associa-
tion pour la Promotion de la Liturgie
Romaine Latine). a deputy of the Euro-
pean parliament in Strasbourg addressed
that assembly in Latin on December 11,
calling for the selection of Latin as the lan-
guage of the European Community. The
speech, published on p. 14 of the Bulletin, is
easy to understand, though it is not without
mistakes: for example, the author puts the
objects of uti in the accusative instead of
the ablative case, an offense for which pup-
ils in former times were harshly beaten.

. A letter to the editor entitled “The Latin

Mass™ was published on Sunday, February
10, in The Altoona Mirror. The author.

Patricia Huber, suggests that those bishops
who do not allow the Latin Mass of 1962
are disobedient to the Pope. She seems to
go beyond the letter of Ecclesia Dei when
she writes that that document insists that
even if only seven people request the old
Mass, it must be granted, even daily.

. Those who know Latin and the Dies frae

will appreciate the following story. which
the Chairman quotes verbatim from the
January, 1991 number of the Newsletter of
our colleagues of the English Association
for Latin Liturgy:

Singing of the Dies Irae does not seem
to be encouraged at requiems nowa-
days. but it is clearly remembered viv-
idly by Pope John Paul. According to
astory told by Phillip Howard recently
in The Times, he quoted most appo-
sitely from it when an English Judge,
unexpectedly invited to a private
audience and wearing a hastily bor-
rowed morning suit, split the trousers
on sitting down.:

Judex ergo cum sedebit,
Quidquid latet apparebit.

The same issue of the Newsletter contains
an address by the former Bishop of Leeds,
Gordon Wheeler, delivered before the
Annual Meeting of the ALL in London on
October 13, 1990. Among the many useful
things he had to say, we may note the
following:

Perhaps your Association could think
of ways to promote the way to the
restoration of classical studies in our
country as a whole. Foralready we are
getting priests (and doubtless soon
whole benches of bishops) who cannot
say Massin Latin. And they will never
have heard of Romulus and Remus,
the prototypes of Peter and Paul.

Bishop Wheeler ended his address with the
story of how an old cardinal was gonged at
the Vatican Council for talking up to the
allotted time, and then had to be reproved
by the Moderator for continuing none-
theless:

Eminentissime et reverendissime Pater,
tempus exhaustum est et hos exhausti
sumus. (Your Eminence, your time is
up. and our patience is up.)

. Judge Gruccio, our Chairman in Camden,

New Jersey, sent us a clipping Latin study
returning to schools which he found in The
Miami Herald (January 2, 1991, page 2A)
while in Florida. This article reports the
same news as the article Latin Redux in
The New York Times, referred to in item #7
above. A high school teacher is quoted as
saying that Latin is “an exercise for the
brain muscle™. Indeed, the Chairman

remembers a comment of the mathemati-
cian Stefan Banach (d. 1944), one of the
greatest scientists of our century, that for
many people, Latin, even more than mathe-
matics, is the best subject for teaching logi-
cal thinking.

13. Our member Steven Pitiak sent us clip-
pings from The Florida Catholic of Janu-
ary 25 and February 2, where articles were
printed about the Pontifical Latin Mass
sung by the Bishop of Palm Beach, Florida.
at the Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola on
Monday, January 28, at 7:30 PM. Bishop
J. Keith Symons celebrated this Mass for
the feast of St. Thomas Aquinas. The
Adoro Te and Tantum Ergo were sung to
the music composed by the Angelic Doc-
tor. 450 souls attended the Mass.

Review

Why Catholics Can't Sing: The Culture of
Catholicism and the Triumph of Bad Taste, by
Thomas Day (New York: Crossroad, 1990).
183pp. $19.95.

Order from: Crossroad Publishing Company
370 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Reviewed by: Robert J. Edgeworth

Not content with stirring the waters of the
National Association of Pastoral Musicians
(NAPaM or NAPALM in the eyes of detrac-
tors) by a series of candid and controversial
articles in America and Commonweal, in this
volume the author (who is Chairman of the
Music Department of Salve Regina College in
Rhode Island, as well as a member of long
standing of the Latin Liturgy Association)
secks some answers to a very pertinent ques-
tion: Why is Catholic church music in the
United States in such a dreadful state today?

In the author’s view, it is in a dreadful state
intwo respects: first, most members of Catholic
congregations refuse to sing at Mass(although
constantly urged or even ordered to do so by
the new liturgical elite); and second, most of
what is sung, certainly in its content and often
in its musical form as well, is of very low
quality.

He is right on both points, of course. But the
author takes a good deal for granted. He pre-
sumes that a large quantity of congregational
singing at Mass is natural, traditional, and
desirable (not all readers will agree), and that
consequently the silence of American congre-
gations needs to be “explained™.

The explanation consists of a splendid
mythos blaming it largely on the penal laws
which inhibited the form in which the Mass
was celebrated by the Irish forebearers of
many American Catholics. No evidence what-
soever is cited for the historicity of this supposed



phenomenon. Although unsupported claims
are made for loud and lusty singing by Polish
and German congregations, one wonders just
how much solid evidence there is for any sing-
ing during Mass by the laity of the Latin Rite
before the Counter Reformation. The practice
may well be merely an attempt (perhaps an
unwise one, on balance) to compete with Pro-
testantism on its own terms, and hence an
early mainifestation of the same tendency
which has given us communion in the hand,
communion standing, communion under both
species, communion from lay ministers, ver-
nacular liturgy, and so on.

Be that as it may, the author unerringly
identifies the principal failure of contempor-
ary hymns: they identify the congregation with
the Creator in a barrage of unprecedented
narcissism. In a devastating section entitled “I
Am the Voice of God,” the author lists no less
than twenty-seven of today’s most widely used
hymns. and points out that in each of them the
congregation sings the entire hymn in the per-
sona of the Almighty (e.g. “1 Am the Bread of
Life™). This development is completely con-
trary to the consistent hymnological tradition
of every branch of Christianity: traditionally
the worshippers refer to themselves as what
they are—sinners—as they address their pleas
to God. In the Byzantine Rite, for example,
communicants sing the words of the Good
Thief immediately before Communion.

Professor Day is aware of the cause of this
startling development: liturgists, hymnogra-
phers. and celebrants in general now widely
believe that the message conveyed by “good"”
liturgy should be: God wants me to feel good
about myself, since | am Just Like Him. The
real message, of course, should be what it has
always been: God wants me to repent of my
sins and amend my life, so that | may expe-
rience His love more fully.

I would go a step further. | infer that many
of those who write these hymns. or choose
them in preference to other (better) ones, are
increasingly doubtful that there is a trans-
cendent God who is actually distinct from the
“community”. When the Son of Man comes,
will He find faith upon the earth?

I recommend the book strongly. It presents
a wealth of anecdote and insight with which
readers of this Newsletter will easily identify,
and does so with remarkable equanimity.
Most of us could contribute a chapter or two
to Professor Day's proposed study, “Bizarre
Moments in Catholic Liturgy Since Vatican
I1". Perhaps another member of the Latin
Liturgy Association might wish to pen a com-
panion volume to show in detail what Profes-
sor Day affirms in general terms: that desa-
cralization of the liturgy is by no means
limited to the hymns. The despoliation of the
music is a part of the larger process whereby
the flock of Christ are being robbed of the felt
experience of the supernatural world every

Sunday.

One complaint: the index (presumably not
Professor Day’s own work) is woefully incom-
plete. For example, only one citation for
“Latin Mass"is listed, but in fact the subject is
mentioned more than twenty times. Such
lapses need to be corrected in subsequent
editions.

Although the author offers several pieces of

reasonable, practical advice to those who are
struggling to right the capsized ship S.5.
Church Music (after all, there are some good
hymnals available, e.g. Hymns, Psalms, and
Spiritual Canticles), his parting words are
sobering indeed. He writes: “It may be impos-
sible to have any productive dialog with peo-
ple who can see nothing wrong with the vulgar
pantheism of the ‘Voice of God’songand who
constantly crave liturgical music which tells
about how they are being absorbed into the
very Godhead. It may also be impossible for
musical ‘good advice'to get past the front door
of the thousands of Catholic churches and
chapels where the message of liturgy goes
something like this: ‘I am here, God, and | am
great. I have loved myself with an everlasting
love. And all of us here are one big |, formed
by rapport into a gathered community which
offers itself to you. Now let us all share the
whole-wheat bread’™ (p. 172).

At the Side of the Popes
(A ccanto ai Papi)

The Conclusion of the Memoirs of Mario
Cardinal Nasalli Rocca di Corneliano,
Translated into English by the
Chairman, Anthony Lo Bello

All Rights Reserved
Libreria Editrice Vaticana
Copyright 1975

One day, receiving in audience a big com-
pany of ltalian soldiers, the Pope, after having
addressed them affectionately, said, *I feel as
if  am one of you, because | was once a soldier
too. But don't get me wrong; it wasn’t in the
Papal army. I'm not that old."”

At the time when he canonized Blessed Gre-
gory Barbarigo, Cardinal Bishop of Padua, |
asked him, “How could you presume to dis-
pense with the requirement of miracles?” The
Holy Father asked me, “"Who was it that
decreed that there had to be miracles before
someone could be beatified or canonized?”
“Pope Urban VI11,” I replied. The Pope then
retorted, “Well, Urban VIII was Pope, but I'm
a Pope too, so .. ." and he then went on to
describe for me the exceptional qualities of the
new saint.

When he received people in audience, he
tried hard to show how grateful he was for their
visit, even inviting them to return soon for

another. These people would then come down
to my office and ask me to set up another
appointment! It was an embarassment for me
to have to explain to them that there wasn’t
enough time and that there were too many
other applications for audiences. Things got
so bad that | had to bring the matter to the
attention of the Pope, who told me. ever so
quietly. “1 did right to do as I did. and you arc
doing right to do as you are doing.”™

The Intimacy of Pope John

It was Pope John's humility that made the
greatest impression on people; he seemed to
consider himself a rather insignificant fellow
who had arrived at the Papacy by the inexpli-
cable permission of Deity. Alluding to the
most solemn ceremonics of his coronation
with its trumpet blasts, acclamations, and
embassies from all over the world, he said to
me, “At that moment, | thought I saw my
mother come out from behind the column and
tell me, "Angelino. aren’t you ashamed to be
carrying on like this?™

“Holiness.” | told him one day, “how beau-
tiful your encyclicals are. especially Pacem in
Terris and Mater et Magistra.” He answered
right away, “Are you kidding”? As if | wrote
them!" But those of us who saw the documents
and those who contributed to their prepara-
tion know how frequently and in what detail
the Pope intervened. especially in those places
which were afterwards cited as being the wisest
and most original passages of those documents.

By nature he was conservative, because he
knew how to extract the meaning from sym-
bols and to understand the terminology asso-
ciated with them: these things too have their
cloguence.

When | took possession of my titular Church
of St. John the Beheaded. | made the follow-
ing statement, which seems to have astounded
some people: "l accept the gold of my pectoral
cross and the brightness of my purple robes.” |
simply intended by this that I understood the
meaning of those symbols and of the words
involved.

With respect to his big hands. I recall that
when Khrushchev’s daughter came with her
husband to be received in audience by the
Pope, she turned aside to someone next to her
and said something out loud in Russian, with-
outany tact. The Pope asked the interpreter to
translate it, and he explained that the lady had
said, “You have a peasant’s hands, just like my
father!™

How well Pope John prayed! With that
great head of his between his hands, with his
eyes half closed, he gave the impression of
being peacefully immersed in God, of being in
serene conversation with Him. In those one-
on-ones of the Pope with the Lord, in that
continual prayer of his, the Church overcame
her difficulties and marched forward.



With respect to the Rosary, which has
undergone so great a devaluation today though
it was so highly exalted by Leo XIII in his
famous encyclical and so lively recommended
by Paul VI, let me mention the following small
episode, which Pope John told me himself.

The Holy Father told me how at home in
Sotto il Monte, in the kitchen, every evening,
while his mother was preparing polenta, they
used to say the Rosary, which would be
intoned by his grandfather's brother, Zaverio.
“Then, while still a baby, I used to recite it
sitting on the lap of our venerated Zaverio.
One evening it was snowing. All of a sudden |
heard mewing from the courtyard. I slipped
off my uncle’s lap and ran out into the court-
yard to look for my cat. I found him after a
little while and carried him back into the house
in my arms. My mother looked at me sternly
and pointed to the bedroom door, saying,
‘Tonight, Angelino, there’ll be no supper for
you; you were disrespectful to the Madonna.”
My uncle took me by the hand and led me into
that windowless bedroom, where 1 used to
sleep with him. He then went out and left me in
the dark. But then, a little later, the door
opened, and he came back in with a plate, and
on that plate there was a great big slice of
polenta. That evening there was even sauce for
the polenta. My uncle said, ‘The Madonna
forgives you, but first ask her pardon.™

| asked the Pope, “Holy Father, did you
then ask the Madonna to forgive you?" The
Pope answered, “Yes, but first 1 ate the
polenta.”

These stories are like wildflowers, like the
Fioretti of St. Francis, poetry, a fragrance
from his childhood, little incidents from a
heart that was immensely paternal. Say what
you like, but these things moved bigand small
- everybody.

On the feast of St. Joseph in 1963, he told
me, “Next year at this time I'll be gone (he was
right); make a little visit for me to St. Joseph
then.” And so I did.

He had a great affection for St. Joseph and
wanted his image set up in St. Peter's.

On his nameday, when he used to receive the
cardinals, instead of making speeches of great
international importance, as had been the cus-
tom, he would just talk about St. Joseph, say-
ing, “Who knows what the people outside are
thinking that the Pope is talking about.” He
loved the Madonna without limit, and of all
the Marian devotions, he liked the Rosary the
best. Since the time when he was a seminarian,
he said fifteen decades every day. “You know,”
he once told me, “when I have a little bit of
time, even if I've reached the end, | continue to
pray the Rosary. In the conclave, during the
endless scrutinies, | said rosary after rosary,
and one evening, | was suddenly distracted
from my rosary by the clapping of the cardi-

nals; a Pope had been elected, and it turned
out to be me!™ I then asked the Pope at which
mystery of the rosary had he arrived at the
moment of his election, and he said, *I think it
was the fourth sorrowful mystery: the Lord
receiving his heavy cross.”

OnSt. Ann’s Day in 1959, 1 asked the Pope,
“Holiness, today is your mother’s nameday, so
I celebrated Mass for her.” He said, “Thank
you, but | don’t think that my mother has any
more need of prayers; she got into heaven
without putting any time in the waiting room.
If my mother didn’t get in right away, you and
I will be putting in a long time outside the
door!™

He understood music and sang quite well;
his voice was pastoral and mellow, something
that was lacking in Pius XII who, by way of
compensation, always sang on tone, never
missed a note, and would have come out on
top in any class in Gregorian Chant. Of Pius
XI 1 have already spoken.

The Holy Father frequently changed his
pectoral cross. He owned some very precious
ones which had belonged to his predecessors;
he showed these to me and said, “Look how
beautiful this cross is, what beautiful jewels,
what an emerald! I'm no more than something
to hang them on. They don’t honor me, but the
cross of the Lord. That's the reason why I
would like all chalices to be made of solid
gold!™ One day he saw that | was wearing a
rochet of cotton lace and said, “This doesn’t
suit a Count of the Nasalli family!™ I ans-
wered, “Holy Father, it was made by an old
friend of my mother a little while before she
died, and my mother helped me put it on the
first time | wore it.” The Pope was then speech-
less, but that very evening he sent me a second
rochet, one with the lace made from thread.
but with a request that I nonetheless continue
to wear the old one. The Pope desired that
everything that approached the altar or
adorned the ministers of God be as fitting as
possible.

One day he suggested that I put a little but-
ton on my shirt behind the collar, as he had
done to his, so that the chain of the pectoral
cross would not pull on the neck. I had to
bring to his attention, *Holy Father, 'm nota
bishop, so | don't have either a chain or a
cross.” The Pope retorted, “But if | ended up
being one. imagine how far you will go.”“But
Holiness,” I added, “you became more than a
bishop: youre Pope.” He answered back,
“Yes, | know; that's something I'll never
understand,” and laughing, he went on, “It’
something that the Lord himself will get tired
explaining.”

One day the Pope decided to go down to the
crypt of St. Ann’s Church where the Vatican
cemetery is. Someone told the Holy Father
that my mother was buried there, and he went
over to her spot right away and knelt down

there, all the while holding my hand.

Pius X1 began using the little portable chair,
la portantina, when he got sick and couldn't
walk any more. Pius XII, on the other hand,
used it in order to arrive more rested at an
audience when he had to make an address.

Pope John told me one day that his legs
didn’t seem to want to cooperate with one
another any more, and I suggested that he try
the portantina, whereupon he answered. “No!
Not that! I'm not an old lady, and anyway you
won't easily find a portantina that | can get
into!™

The first time that he had to use the sedia
gestatoria, | advised him to try it out first, and
he answered, “No, there’s no need for that.
Even if 1 fall off, it wouldn't be as if | were
falling off Mount Blanc. If it ever should
happen, it would be from Mount Red. (The
sedia gestatoria is red.)

Pope John loved his Bergamo so very much
that he could never quite succeed in covering it
up, even though he said again and again that
he no longer felt himself to be merely a citizen
of Bergamo, but rather a citizen of the whole
world. When, one day, | confidentially sug-
gested to him that he confer the personal title
of archbishop on the Bishop of Bergamo, just
this once, he answered, “1'd like to, but how
canldoit, when there are other dioceses with-
out this privilege which are even bigger and
which have also produced Popes?” 1 got
nowhere even when | mentioned the example
of Leo XIII, who had bestowed the archepis-
copal dignity on the diocese of Perugia, whose
bishop he had been. and had granted the pal-
lium to the diocese where he had been born,
little Anagni. The Pope added, *I don’t want
to be a nepotist,” and he said this in such a way
that I could see that he had given up, albeit
reluctantly, adding an arch to the miter of his
beloved Bergamo.

He occasionally invited people to dinner;
these were modest, almost monastic affairs.
The Poverelle nuns used to staff his kitchen. |
noticed that the Pope never allowed himselfto
take a second helping of anything; his luxury,
as he put it, was a bottle of San Pellegrino
water. One evening | made so bold as to ask
him - it wasn’t difficult to joke with him -
whether he drank that stuff because it was
good or because it was from Bergamo. Merry
and cheerful, he replied, “Sometimes for the
first reason and sometimes for the second.”

He never omitted to invite to supper with us
the lay brother who served his Mass together
with Msgr. Capovilla. After supper he offered
everyone at the table a cigarette.

The Pope’s Style

One could say that Pope John's pontificate
was a pontificate without thunder and lightn-
ing, without earthquakes; nevertheless, it did



have its difficult hours. One could even speak of
real acts of aggression against the Church and
her head, but even in those moments Pope John
was not at a loss. His character, the serenity of
his nature, came to his aid decisively at those
times. His serenity, however. was not the imper-
turbability of the warrier chief, the disdain of
danger: in Pope John it was the natural,
unbreakable, delightful trust in the Lord. com-
plete and spontaneous abandonment in Him.
He always felt as if he was in His hands. [ recall
the story of the acrobat’s child in the United
States, who was suspended in the open air from
the top of a skyscraper. When someone later
asked the child, *Were you afraid?”, the baby
replied, “Why should 1 have been afraid? I was
in the arms of my father!”

The Holy Father said to me one day. “I've
had my troubles.™ alluding, | suppose, to the
time he spent in Bulgaria as Apostolic Delegate,
“but what did I do at those moments? | menti-
oned the problem to God, I tried to be a gentle-
man with Him and with all men, and then |
waited. But even while I waited, which was
sometimes quite a while, God would come to
my aid, and | would witness an act of
Providence.”

Pope John was indifferent to criticism and
even to offenses against his person. but he was
not so when the victim was someone else. espe-
cially if that someone was dear to him. One
morning | found him quite dejected. 1 allowed
myself to ask what had happened. The Holy
Father answered. “This morning, among the
documents stored at the Secretariat of State, 1
read the letter of a fellow of high station in our
Catholic Church; he wrote to the Secretary of
State of that time, Raffaele Cardinal Merry del
Val, ‘Eminence, there’s been nothing but trou-
ble in Bergamo ever since Bishop Radini Tede-
schi arrived there.” Now that’s just not true.”
Pope John concluded. much agrieved. “My
bishop was the St. Charles Borromeo of
Bergamo.™

“Msgr. Radini Tedeschi.™ Pope John told me
one day, “was a great man.” | whispered to him
that it was said that he lacked cordiality and
affability to such an extent that at Piacenza they
called him Radetzky instead of Radini after the
terrible general who had governed the city at the
time of the Austrian supremacy. “Radini or
Radetzky was a great man. and | am inspired to
this day by his goodness.” Pope John concluded.

With respect to Bulgaria. | heard it said that
Queen Giovanna had predicted to the Apos-
tolic Delegate, Msgr. Roncalli, that he would be
Pope. | asked the Pope about this; he smiled,
but did not answer. | asked Queen Giovanna
too, who often came to visit the Pope. and she
said, “It’s something that I felt and foresaw as
soon as | began to know him.”

John XXI111 often had the wisdom to be bold,
as was the case in the matter of the Council.
Pius XI had thought of calling one in his last years,

but then said.**An old Pope shouldn’t summon
Councils.”™ Pius XII got as far as some draft
proposals for a Council, but he never went
further than that.

It has been said that Pope John let everyone
else do all the work. This was the usual interpre-
tation of certain apparently frank expressions
of his such as, “It’s easy to be Pope: all you have
to do is say yes or no.” But in these statements
he was merely referring to settling those mat-
ters, whether great or small. which had been
brought for his decision after having already
been studied exhaustively by others. Yes, indeed,
he made others do the work, but only when
those others were qualified by a richness of
experience, a fairness, a loyalty, and an inde-
pendence from human considerations. He
trusted his collaborators; it is true that he did
not torment them with his doubts, with his
whys, or with his second thoughts, even though,
smiling a bit and appearing a little distracted. he
always kept them to himself. He often said,
speaking of his coworkers, *They know more
about these things than I do: I've just arrived
here.” He alluded as clearly as ever to the super-
natural when he said, “Not only the Pope, but
even those who help him are under divine
grace.” He told me once, jokingly, but nonethe-
less guite pleased, “I'm twelve times luckier than
you and all the others, because | read in our
newspaper that the Pope doesn™t have just one
guardian angel like everyone else; he has twelve!™

It was said that Pope John didn't understand
three things: secrets. time, and money. Theresa
bit of truth in this, but it was due partly to his
sense of independence. which led him to act
with respect to those three matters in a way
suggested by eachindividual case, guided always
by his great practicality and by a wisdom rooted
in heaven that reflected the style of his soul and
became the style of his government. Pope John
wanted it seen and understood that the govern-
ment of the Church, whether at the level of the
parish priest, the bishop, or the Curia prefect, is
a paternal government. This government might
be cautious and on occasion decisive, but in its
methods, criteria, means, and tone it has to be
mollified and controlled by mercy. He believed
in justice and desired it, but he knew that justice
often has need of chains, whereas mercy chains
people with the chains of the arms around the
neck. He asked me one time if it was true that
people were saying that he was too merciful. He
liked my answer, “Holiness, mercy, even if
excessive, is at worst the best of faults.”

On that first evening when he had just been
elected Pope. when he was conversing with me,
one of the things he told me was, “Of course
there will be grave problems here, grave ques-
tions, grave difficulties, perhaps even frighten-
ing surprises. It will be necessary to try to solve
them all with mercy, and, if we don't succeed
right away, we’ll have to wait. . .and resort once
again to mercy.”

What kind of speaker was Pope John? When

improvised. his discourses were of a very popu-
lar style, but if he himself prepared them and
read them over. they were quite clevated yet at
the same time attractive and melodious. When
one read them at the time, one got the impres-
sion that one was looking over pages written by
Manzoni. Very famous indeed were those he
wrote in preparation for the Roman Synod.
Nonetheless he never quite made it up to the
level of an orator, nor did he fail to admit that,
at least in some cases, he himself didn’t have
much to do with composing them. One day
there came to be received in audience a big
group of married couples who were celebrating
their silver wedding anniversarics. He began to
read his address, but with such an air of uncer-
tainty noticed by all that he had to break off and
say. "l beg your pardon, but this is the first time
I've seen this.” The people. however. instead of
breaking forth in laughter. broke forth in
applause!

In order to be able to communicate more
easily in private and in public. he began at the
age of 78 to learn English. Of all foreign lan-
guages. French was the only onc he knew well.
He studied English with an old sceretary of his,
Msgr. Ryan, then at the Secretariat of State. He
did his exercises like a schoolboy, but he did not
make much progress. He read one or two
addresses in English, but he could see that the
people were not following. so that one day he
said to me, “Let's hope that they at least under-
stood that | was trying to speak in English.”

His Last Days

The world had never before followed the
death agony of a Pope as it did that of Pope
John. The emotions of the whole world must
have been present at the death-bed of that great
man!

I will limit mysell here to those particular
incidents which are of the sort that often do not
make it into the history books but which belong
to history nevertheless.

People had already begun to notice the sick-
ness that Pope John had, but he ignored it,
though he slowly began to suspect what was
wrong. One time he asked me, I don’t have the
disease of my two sisters, do 1”"(His two sisters
had died of cancer.) However. he certainly
wasn’t thinking of that disease when he said to
me, "I have a slight pain in my stomach that
pays me a visit twice a day, butall I needtodo is
take a little milk of magnesia and it goes away.”
At other times, he said., “I dont know why, but
they're not giving me anything to eat any more,

just baby-food.”

The Pope grew thin, and his complexion
became ever more worrisome. He said to me
one day, “When | was a baby, my mother used
to say that my face looked like an apple; now
she would tell me that it looks like a ripe
lemon.™

It was a Wednesday morning, and 1 was



preparing for the General Audience in St.
Peter’s when Msgr. Capovilla telephoned me
and said, “Cancel the audience! Come over
right away. The Pope is sick.”

| ran over immediately and went into the
room. | saw him laid out under some covers;
his eyes almost looked like those of a dead
man. As soon as he saw me, the Pope made
this little statement, “Dear Monsignore, do
you see how life is? When one least expects it,
the order to depart arrives. Thank you for all
yvour help. We shall still be wishing one
another well, I from over there and you from
down here. Give my best to your two sisters.”
A little bit later, Amleto Cardinal Cicognani,
the Secretary of State, entered. As soon as he
saw the Pope in that sad state, he broke out in
tears, so that the Pope said, “What are you
crying for? I'm the one who’s dying, not you.
And besides, you should be happy that there’ll
be someone now to carry news to Don
Gaetano.” (Don Gaetano, also a Cardinal,
who had died two years before, was a close
friend of the Pope and a brother of Cardinal
Amleto.) The Pope was informed of the
seriousness of his condition. Dr. Mazzoni, the
assistant of the surgeon Valdoni, explained
some of it to him, but Msgr. Capovilla was
clearer, for he used the same words that Don
Angelo Roncalli had used to tell his bishop
Msgr. Radini Tedeschi that nothing more
could be done, “All human means have been
exhausted, and . . .” The Pope immediately
replied, " Laetatus sum in his quae dicta sunt
mihi.™ (I rejoice to hear those things which
have been said to me.)

Many cardinals and ecclesiastical authorities
came to visit the Pope. A little later, some of
his relatives from Sotto il Monte also arrived.
I remember them with their big suitcases made
of fiber all tied up with cords. They stayed
humbly and discreetly in the corner of the
apartment, and we, naturally, admitted them
to the Pope's bedroom at once. The Pope
greeted them with his usual affability and with
that cordiality with which he always greeted
them whenever they came to visit him.

At first, the Pope did not suffer too much.
but as the peritonitis got worse. the pains
became frequent and horrible. It fell to Msgr.
Tacoli, Msgr. Del Gallo and even me to help
him in those moments and support him in his
agony, during which he would often sit on the
edge of his bed.

To tell the truth, his body was as agitated as
his soul was peaceful.

These were some of the things he said: Vita
mutatur; non tollitur. (Life is transformed. not
takenaway.) Ego sum resurrectio et vita.(l am
the resurrection and the life.) Mater mea, fidu-
cia mea. (My mother! My trust!) Veni, Dom-
ine! (Come. Lord!) Then, at every attack of
pain, he would say, “Lord, this is for the
Church. Lord. this is for the Missions. This is

for so-and-so’s soul.” It was all at the same
time a hymn to death and to life without end.

While he was under the influence of a seda-
tive that had been administered. he turned to
us who were around him and said, “1 have the
impression that tonight 1 shall be having
supper with St. Joseph.™ 1said,“Yes, Holiness,
but the Madonna will also be there.” “Cer-
tainly,” he added; “would you want the mistress
of the house to be absent?” | said again, “Holi-
ness, | think, though, that the supper you are
talking about will have to be postponed.™ The
Popestared at me incredulously but so serenely.

Every evening, in St. Peter’s Square, Msgr.
Traglia, Vice Regent of Rome, celebrated a
Mass. In the late evening of June 3, 1963, the
whole world was on its knees around that altar
following the Mass. Even before the celebrant
said, “lte, missa est, the Pope, smiling at God
and at death, had gone on his way.

PAUL VI

I do not intend to say much about Paul VI,
and 1 shall limit my superlatives as well, not,
indeed, because | am afraid of being called a
sycophant (for my intention to serve history
and truth in this humble account should over-
come any hesitation or preoccupation in such
matters) but because | know the serious humil-
ity of Paul VI, who considers himself abused
when one praises him!

My Previous Relations with Msgr. Montini

The first time | met him, or, more precisely,
saw him, was in November, 1927, when |, who
was then a student at the Ecclesiastical
Academy, saw him cross Piazza della Minerva.
I was talking with the Servant of God Don
Pirro Scavizzi, who said to me, “Look at that
young priest over there.” (He was only thirty
years old.) “One day he will be Pope.™ Later on
I met Msgr. Montini constantly, when he was
in the Secretariat of State and 1 in the Pontifi-
cal Antechamber.

His Apostolate

His breaks from work, which ought to have
been his vacations, his siesta times, his early
morning hours, and even his late evening
hours, were devoted to one thing, his ministry.

By nature he was destined to perform this
ministry particularly among the highly cultured
and spiritually well-formed classes, but with
his great humility he knew how to reach hum-
ble and poor people as well. even those most
experienced in the realm of humiliation and
suffering. Once he accepted immediately my
invitation to give a series of spiritual exercises
in the women’s prison of the Mantellate. |
preached the easier, catechetical part, called
the riforma. while he gave the meditation. the
address which has the greater influence on the
audience.

A long time after that, two years ago in fact,

I met on the street in Rome a woman who
must have been about 45-50 years old. She
stopped me and said, “Father, youdon't know
me, but I remember once hearing you preach,”
and she reminded me where, at the women's
prison of the Mantellate. | understood at once
why that woman had been incarcerated; she
was one of those poor souls whose sins Our
Lord had naturally condemned but whose
tears he had so highly exalted and whose cry
for help he had so immediately answered (the
Magdelene, the Samaritan woman).

That woman said to me. “Father, Do you
know whatever happened to that delicate
looking priest who preached to us with you
that day? How happy | was while he was
preaching, and afterwards | made a good con-
fession with him, better than any I have ever
made before. Since that time I've kept out of
trouble. Today I'm a mother and have four
children. But tell me, whatever happened to
that priest? Did he become a curate or a pas-
tor?” *A little bit of both,” | replied. *That
priest is Pope today.” For a moment she was
overcome with emotion, guite startled, then
she exclaimed. “If you see him. kiss both his
feet for me: he was the one who saved me.”

For the sake of completeness, let me add
that almost every one of those unhappy women
went to him for confession: the only one who
came to me was a poor creature who had been
arrested for begging.

His Suggestions for Attracting Souls

At times, even after Msgr. Montini became
Pope, | sought out his advice in certain cases
which | shall not specify further than to say
that prudence and boldness pointed to different
strategies in accomplishing my good end.
After a moment's reflection, he always gave
the same answer, the same “orders™ | should
say,"Go,and quickly!™, asif to tell me, “If you
don't go. I willl™

In his too great faith in me, he entrusted to
my spiritual direction persons who were not
very much at home with God as, for example,
a woman whose name was quite well known in
the world of culture, but who was, perhaps. a
bit too high-brow. I went to have a talk with
that woman, who was already rather ill. in the
lobby of the Grand Hotel. At first | was careful
not to talk too much about religion, let alone
about the sacraments. When her health got
truly bad, she told the chaplain at the hospital
(1 was out of Rome at the time), “Tell me and
do for me what for some time that young priest
that Msgr. Montini sent has been telling me to
do. I must have faith in him, since Msgr. Mon-
tini sent him.”

There was another case in which Msgr.
Montini, at that time Substitute of the
Secretariat of State and shortly thereafter
Archbishop of Milan, wanted me to get
involved in. I reproduce here the letter he sent



me from Milan. without his having heard from
me about how things had turned out:

Y our Excellency.

I know what you have done to brighten
up with Christian hope the gloomy twi-
light of the Duke's life ... and with you |
want to thank the Lord. | rejoice even
unto tears when | realize how generous
Your Excellency was with his priestly
love on account of my own humble
recommendation for the spiritual
well-being of that venerated and lonely
gentleman. | thank you most sincerely
for vour goodness, happy to see you
once more so generous and effective.
Remember me and my ministry to the
Lord.

Your most devoted servant,
G. B. Card. Montini, Archbishop

Paul VI after His Election

Immediately after the announcement of the
election of Paul VI. | went into the Vatican
Gardens, where | was joined by a monsignor
from the Secretariat of State who told me that
the new Pope wanted to see me. I went to His
Holiness at once: he was already in his private
apartment, the one which had belonged to
Pius X, Benedict XV, Pius XI1. Pius XII. and
John XXIII before him. While | was waiting
to be received. | saw them bring in a very
simple bed: I knew that it was the bed of Paul
V1, who had ordered that it be brought in and
placed in a corner of the room where his
predecessor had died a few days earlier, in
order to leave untouched and in its place the
bed upon which John X X111 had breathed his
last,

As soon as His Holiness saw me, he greeted
me with a paternal embrace and said, “May |
dare to ask that you stay on here with me?” My
reply was like an outburst of happy relief, and
so | began at once my service to my fourth
Pope.

The morning after, I accompanied him to
the Sistine Chapel. where | heard the address
that the Holy Father gave to the Sacred Col-
lege without any notes in his hands. One could
see from what he said how grand his pontifi-
cate was goingto be. On the same morning, he
gave me some rules to follow in arranging the
audiences, “Never close the door to anyone:
give me the chance to meet as many bishops as
possible.”™ He also spoke to me of the Papal
ceremonies. instructing me, among other
things, to organize frequent Masses in St.
Peter's Basilica, and he made me understand
quite clearly that he intended to get around a
lot and not to be confined by borders or even
horizons.

A few times 1 had to beg his pardon because
there appeared to be too many audiences on
his schedule: there were even occasions when

I struck out one or two right in his presence. At
last he had to tell me, though ever so cordially,
“Look. it's I and not you who must receive in
these audiences. Leave it on the schedule;
don’t cancel it.”

The Eloquence of the Pontiff

His addresses leave a deep impression: they
seem masterly when one reads them, but they
are even more engaging when he improvises
them.

Let me mention his reply when, perhaps
taking too much of a liberty. I dared to tell
him. “Holy Father, speak without the text in
your hands: trust yourself! The peoplc will
value it all the more and will listen even more
attentively!™ The Pope answered, “But then
they make me say what | have not said.™ 1
retorted. “Holiness, they'll do that anyway.”
“*Maybe you're right.” he replied.

In every respect, his words. whether brief or
prolonged, prepared or improvised, simple or
professorial, always lay out in our hearts and
minds a vast ground for meditation; they are
always incisive, restrained. exciting, lyrical,
affectionate. and even. | would say, magical.

How much eloquence there is in Paul VI,
even in his simple expressions! In front of a
litter on which a poor little girl was stretched
out motionless, her face distorted by a terrible
disease that struck one with terror. even revul-
sion, the Pope turned to me with this sentence.
“Before scenes such as this we lose even the
right to lament.” It was on that occasion that |
heard him speak truly unforgettable words,
which ended more or less as follows, *Whoever
has not suffered much does not know how to
comfort. There are those things which cannot
be seen or understood well except through
eves that have cried.”

Does the Pope Ever Smile?

It’s true: Paul VI does not smile much: whe-
never he does. its usually in the presence of
babies. One time | told him. “Holiness, you're
soinfinitely good: why don’t you let people see
you smile?” In reply, he smiled. but once again
I understood that a smile can be a work of
love. but also of victory. In each case. that
smile wanted to be and was the great yves with
which he welcomes all who approach him.

However it may be, it is sure that Paul VI
loves smiling. especially the truest smile, the
one that he derives from his faith: he announces
its source and proclaims its beauty: it becomes
a dear embrace for the soul especially in his
melodious message to the world, Gaudete in
Domino. Rejoice in the Lord.

The Pope’s Yoice

The voice of Paul VI is a bit guttural and
seems to proceed from the depths of his throat
only with a certain difficulty; this, though, I

am pleased to point out, adds an clement of
gravity to whatever he says.

His gaze is always motionless, fixed on what-
ever is in front of him: it is a look that has its
interruptions when he sighs or smiles, yes,
smiles, but with a smile that seems to come out
of that sadness that always appears Lo say
what a terrible job it is to be Pope.

One day, a great celebrity, who was by no
means perfect, told me, “The Pope looked at
me; his lips moved not at all. Nonetheless it
was the equivalent of a long lecture.™

I heard a little boy from a parish on the
outskirts of Rome say to his mother, “The
Pope must be as good as you, even as good as
daddy. because he looked at me as you and
daddy do.™

Do these two episodes show his two
extremes? Of course they do. but they are not
contradictory.

The Pope’s Travels

His trips deserve a great round of applause,
and they will remain the original and historic
novelty of his pontificate; in many ol them |
took part mysell’ in my capacity as Master of
the Chamber, How could it be that the Irish
monk Malachy, whom the common folk salute
as both saint and prophet but who is really
neither, predicted that a Pope before Paul VI
would be Pastor et Nawta (Shepherd and Sai-
lor) when it was actually Paul V1 who was the
magnilicent pastor and passenger in the air. on
land, and on the scas?

Which of the various Christological or Mar-
ian Stations has most moved and surprised
mc”? Surely the Christological yet at the same
time the so Marian Stations in Palestine,
where, if | did not find mysell’ shoulder to
shoulder with Christ. I certainly found myself
shoulder to shoulder with His Vicar.

Atacertain moment, while I was advancing
with the Pope along the passage ways of the
Via Dolorosa in steps that were punctuated
with sobs. | found that | had fallen a good
distance behind him. All of a sudden, | was
startled by a blow from an Arab who was
using his hands and knces to force his way up
to the Pope: | don’t know whether he wanted
to kiss his hand or his foot, but he certainly
wanted to enjoy from as close as possible the
sight of a man, of a “god™ dressed in white,
who was being lifted up by the devoted and
impestuous waves of an enthusiasm that had
reached its high-point in the peaceful yet
tumultuous entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem.

Especially in circumstances such as these
was | able to admire him for the way he spoke
to, paused before, drew near to, and, I would
say, embraced such great crowds.

I recall when he was suffering terribly after
having undergone an operation. How many



times I had to beg him as follows, “Holiness,
don’t do this, rest, postpone this meeting.” All
these times | received the same affectionate
rebuke, “Monsignore, don’t give me bad
advice!”, and with an immediate nod he indi-
cated that his decision was irrevocable.

Paul VI and the
Administration of the Sacraments

I do not hide my wonder that even when |
myself was often tired, | saw him nonetheless
continue with and finish a tiring ceremony
without his requiring any prompting as to
what to do next oradmitting any inexactitude
in the performance of the ritual. I can still
sense the deep emotion building up within me
when | think back to when he administered
this or that sacrament, especially when I recall
him conferring Holy Orders in St. Peter's
Square on hundreds and hundreds of youths
from all the extremities of the earth.

Paul V1 is the only Pope whom I have wit-
nessed administering all the sacraments, even
the Last Rites. Pius VI was the last Pontiff to
have administered that sacrament, when he
went to Vienna and, visiting Metastasio and
finding him near death, deigned to administer
the Last Rites himself.

I shall not comment about his principles. or
his manner of governing, or his conduct, or his
directives, because | am not competent to be
the judge of the Pope. In any case, all that
would exceed the limits that | had set for the
topics to be considered in this narrative: atany
rate, there is only one reaction possible, that of
unconditional admiration.

I saw Paul VI kneel down and kiss the foot
of the delegate of the successor of one of the
most famous schismatics and heresiarchs of
antiquity. Even in that situation, what a cou-
ragious and wise display of goodness he made,
a goodness that leads to unexpected actions
and which. even though not understood
by all, must ever prove to be the greatest of
conguerors, the greatest of missionaries.

Let me say once again that goodness, like
the heart, often has its own reasons, which
nobody can understand.

With respect to the enchanting goodness of
the Holy Father. I recall once when he had to
correct me. With the sincerity of a penitent
before his confessor, I admit that my reaction,
though scarcely disrespectful, was nevertheless
not entirely agreeable. And to think of it. the
Pope. who had been completely in the right.
sent me an autograph letter that very evening,
in which he confirmed his affection and esteem
for me. Oh, how goodness has its unexpected
and wonderful manifestations!

The Pope and Peace

One thing above all has impressed me about
this Pape. his continuous, uninterrupted work

for peace, of which his “World Day of Prayer
for Peace™ is only the latest evidence. In this
too he is the heir of his predecessors. I shall
limit myself here to mentioning only a few of
these: Pius X, who was the first of the victims
of the First World War, Benedict XV, who
called that war a “useless massacre”, Pius XI,
who, alluding to the Conciliation, declared
that, to arrange it, he had been prepared to
negotiate with the Devil, Pius XII, who
affirmed, “Nothing is lost by peace; everything
can be lost with war!™ (this last phrase was
coined for him by Giovanni Battista Montini),
and finally John XXI1II, who made a cry for
peace to the world with his encyclical Pacem in
Terris. Thus, Paul VI, continually at work on
the fortifications of peace (the truest expression
of one’s love for one’s fellow man), through his
originality, inspiration, powers, wise initiatives,
heartfelt emotions and anguish, continued to
be, as no one else, the bearer of that invitation,
of that gift, of that greeting with which Christ
always presents himself to his Apostles and
people, Pax vobis, Peace be with you.

Reform

Of particular prominence in the pontificate
of Paul VI are the hours that he dedicates to
study, meditation, and the numerous projects
for reform. I will restrict myself to mentioning,
without going into any great detail, the projects
for reform, or, rather, only those modifications
that deal with sacred rites or court ceremonial,
whither the attention of the people is most
easily drawn.

Allow me to play the philosopher as well as
the story-teller.

The reforms have all received contradictory
verdicts. Some call them evolution, others des-
truction. Some are inconsolable at the loss of
anything that came down to us from the past:
others reject any mercy whatsoever for yester-
day’s customs. Some, on principle, have
declared war on the reformers: others stretch
forth their hands to them as if to liberators.
Some assert that traditions and customs are
the products of the centuries and of the Sover-
eign Pontiffs, and are therefore untouch-
able: others. however, claim that to stay with
things as they are means to stop and not to
keep pace with the times, which are always
moving forward.

Some would like to see the Pope with a tiara
on his head and one in each hand: others
would like to see him dressed like St. Peter
when he went out on his boat to fish and dived
into the waters. Some would like to see him in
spurs, armor, and helmet like Julius 11 when
he besieged Rocca della Mirandola. Others
want him always in his surplice, which he
wears when celebrating Holy Mass.

As everyone knows, the Pope’s habit is
white. Some think that the color of his habit is
derived from the white of the Dominican

habit, which St. Pius V often wore. But the
original color of the Papal clothing is red,
because the Pontiff is the heir of the Roman
Emperors, who moved to Byzantium. In fact,
his cape, his mozzerta, his hat, and his slippers
are still red today. The white color, on the
other hand, derives from the surplice that the
Pope puts on when he goes out in public.
There are still those who would like to see the
Pope go out in the gilded carriage of the Mid-
dle Ages; others, though, would prefer that he
use public transportation.

Pope John once said to me, “The Pope has
to have a bit of decorum about him. I can’t go
around here as if | were stillin Sotto il Monte.
What a luxury it was, as a simple priest, just to
be accompanied by the sexton!™ Pope John
made no difficulties about the suggestion that
when the body of St. Pius X was sent from
Rome to Venice and back, it be escorted by
twelve noble guards in full uniform. “Those
are the ashes of a Pope.” he commmented.

When he received the Roman nobility for
the first time, he began by saying, “Excuse me,
but | am a man of the people who could
become a priest because | was maintained at
the seminary by one of you nobles, Count
Morlani.”

As regards the liturgy. what opposite judg-
ments have been given!

Some get an experience of exquisite peace
when they hear Gregorian Chant; others find
it monotonous and a cure for insomnia. There
are those who tremble and go into ecstasy at
the blasts, the thunderings, the sighs, and the
pious and restrained tunes of Palestrina and
Perosi, but others say. “When | want to hear
opera, | go to the theater.” Oh, poor man!
Your spirit is too miniscule to feel moved by a
God who is praying, singing, and trembling
through those melodies.

There are those who are satisfied to go up
and down the quiet paths in the cemeteries
with no more than a little pail of holy water,
while others would not want to pass among
the graves without being accompanied by Bee-
thoven’s Funeral March. Some say they are
brought face to face with God and feel pos-
sessed by Him on account of the solemnity of
our ceremonies, but others admit to being
exhausted by those same rites, which they cri-
ticize as being tiresome and interminable.

Goethe. after having witnessed Pius VIin all
his glory celebrating in the Pauline Chapel of
the Quirinale. wrote, “Today, | was able to
watch the most splendid puppet show in
Europe,” but the same Goethe. however, after
having been present at a ceremony presided
over by the same Pontiff in St. Peter’s Basilica,
expressed himself as follows: “I regretted that
God had not arranged for me to be born not
only a human being, but also a Catholic.”

Some look upon old vestments as superflui-



ties or just so many candidates for the storage
rooms of museums, but others maintain that
God himself must, with His very hands, have
been involved in creating them.

The job of every reformer is to bring these
two sides closer, to unite them, to span the
distance between them. Time alone can cure
what for many will turn out to be incurable
wounds; for the present does not always pass
on the past whole to the future. The new gen-
erations just take the plate that is offered to
them.

What could Paul VI have done? To get
everyone toagree would have required a mira-
cle, but Paul VI knew how to pull it off. He
accepted the debate. never once abusing those
who disputed with him, smiling as ever with so
great an amiability. At times. however. he
took control. however gently.

People ask me. for example. if anyone ever
asked for my opinion on the reform, at least as
it involved my arena as the Master of the
Chamber, that is, as the man in charge of the
Pontifical Antechamber. Of course | was
asked: Paul VI himself indicated and, even
more, ordered that 1 be questioned both orally
and in writing. To whoever would then like to
inguire whether my advice was taken. let me
simply say that when one sees that one’s advice
has not been taken. or has been taken only in
part, one does not have the right to resent it.
How could the poor Pope ever manage to
please everybody?

The Council

When one mentions the word reform today.
one thinks automatically of the Council. A
council. by definition, always involves reform.

When they started making plans for the
Council. Pope John mentioned to me that
some had suggested that it be held in the Basil-
ica of St. Paul outside the Walls. which is
certainly not lacking a certain grandeur and
majesty. The Council would then have been
called the Pauline Council. St. Paul. who, with
his blood, with his Epistles, with his rebukes,
with the forcefulness of his preaching. with his
presence in the amphitheaters, synagogues.
and catacombs, without casting any shadow
on Peter, would then have anticipated its pro-
grams and announced its controversies.

Councils, like no other event. are the meas-
uring rods of the progress of the Church; they
attract her problems, her aspirations, her
dramas. For this reason too it is best to be very
careful when one pronounces the word Council.

No one speaks for the Council simply
because he took partinit. He is not the Coun-
cil, nor are his interpretations necessarily
those of the Council. Let no one make himself
out to be the interpreter of the Council with-
out asking the permission of the Church.

Let the chrism of this word Council not be

applied to many things which people say
nowadays but which the Council itself never
said.

It hurts to hear people say that many are for
Vatican 11, but most are for Vatican I11.

Just as | had accompanied John XXIII, so
did I also accompany Paul VI into the Council
Hall. When | went down to St. Peter’s with
him, | felt that | was going down there with the
whole Church.

What can one say about Paul VI, of whom |
have been speaking, during or after the solemn
sessions?

If he remained silent. his address was con-
veyed by his calm look.

When he spoke in private, his words were
the outline of what he would have said had he
chosen to speak out in public.

Whether smiling or preoccupied. he always
appeared immobile and impassible above the
commotions of the Council, and. indeed.
every Council has its commotions!

Cardinal

It was the last Friday in March. 1969. At
9:30 AM I went with the Pope to the Lenten
sermon in the Chapel of Matilda; after that. |
accompanied him back to his private apart-
ment, conversing with him a bit all the while.

A little after 10 AM. | went back to the Holy
Father to submit to him some papers concern-
ing requests for audiences, that we might
examine them together. I met Amleto Cardi-
nal Cicognani. the Secretary of State. who
told me to drop by fis-effice-after | had fin-

ished my business with the Pope. because he

had something to say to me. I went to his office
alittle after 11 AM: he met me with a smile and
said, “The Pope has made you a Cardinal.” |
went back to the Pope to thank him, and he
said, “Excuse me for not giving you the news
myself, but you understand that the custom is
for the Secretary of State to make the
announcement.” | replied. “Holy Father, we
need a good. indulgent, and generous Pope
like Your Holiness.”™ A half hour later, the
radio announced to the world the upcoming
consistory and the names of the new cardinals.
If, on that morning, | had been absent from
Rome, as | often had to be, | would have heard
about my promotion from the radio or from
some newspaper. | went down immediately to
the parish church of St. Ann where my mother
lies buried and. kneeling down before her
tomb, said. "Mamma. why couldn’t you be
here today?" Her reply was surely, “Mario.
little Mario, your mother is always close by:
she is always with you.”

My most worthy and [raternal collcague
Msgr. Jacques Martin was named to be my
successor, and in the presence of the Pope we
exchanged instructions. As [ left, | made my
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last genuflection to the Pope; | say last because
at that time the cardinals were the only ones
who did not have to genuflect before him, even
though kings and emperors had been doing so
for centuries.

What were the words that the Pope used
when he said good-bye to me? They were as
follows: *Lord Cardinal, you leave me stretched
out on the cross.” As a matter of fact, it was
one of the most tormenting hours of his unin-
terrupted agony, although, alas, 1 do not
remember the exact reasons. And while he was
speaking. one could make out blood on his
face — | mean tears — but tears are the blood
of the soul.

Shortly after my elevation. he gave me new
evidence of his benevolence when he assigned
me to certain congregations and commissions;
he nominated me Cardinal Patron of the
House of Relief of Padre Pio of Pietralcina.
and consigned to my ministry certain Roman
enterprises. particularly those half-way houses
for men and women who had been making
their living on the street. He recommended
that | continue my ministry in the prisons.
where, in a few months. 1 am to celebrate a
double golden jubilee. that of my priesthood
and that of my service to prisoners.

Some are amazed. and even a prisoner once
said in my hearing. *How can he continue with
this ministry now that he isa Cardinal?” I then
answered, “When | became a Cardinal. | did
not resign my priesthood.”™ and now I should
like to come right out and say that if one day.
fora greater good. | should be asked to giveup
the purple. | would do it immediately, My~
priestly stole, however. is irremoveable<tven il

—
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REFLECTIONS

There is a code which. though unwritten.
containsa great many wise rules for those who
enter upon service to a sovereign. Quite rele-
vant is the rule non scoprire la Corona. not to
show the hand of the Crown, especially when
the things that have to be said or done might
prove unpopular and arouse critieisms and
reaction. On the other hand. it isa good rule to
let the hand of the sovereign be seen in those
cases where what has (o be said or done will
rebound to his favor, particularly il they are
likely to result in veritable successes: doing
this is called dare or giving to one's superior,
The Secretary of State of Pius V11, the famous
Ercole Cardinal Consalvi, the chiel actor in
the papal politics of his time, often uses
phrases like the following in his Memoairs:
“executing with veneration the orders of His
Holiness™ “having heard what was in His
august mind™, “in [ull conformity with what
He had decreed™, etc. etc.. even in those cases
in which it was clear that he. the cardinal. was
the one behind the decision. What a school of
government. even in such simple phrases!
Pope John used to repeat this maxim: Ommnia






























